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Say Hello to My NEW Little Friend, LOv4
Clayton Bartczak, LEEDAP BD+C. O&M  Sustainable Design Specialist

After five years of using LEEDOnline version 3, USGBC recently said
"adios" to the previous web platform that projects had been using to
document LEED credits and switched all projects over to the latest in
LEEDOnline fun, version 4 (aka LOv4). At Ambient Energy we have
been using this new platform for more than a year for our projects
using the LEED Campus Guidelines, but since LOv4 is new to most
users, we wanted to provide a quick overview.
Although my web browser may be bored by
navigating to the same website for all my LEED
projects, I will not miss the days when I had
projects using three different LEEDOnline
platforms at the same time. It's true, for a while
we had projects pursuing certification using LOv2
(for LEED v2.2 projects), LOv3 (for single
building v2009 projects), and LOv4 (for multiple
building and campus LEED v2009 projects).
Whew, now I can save a few internet bookmarks
for other websites too!
Overall, we're excited about most of the new changes like:
All LEED projects are now on the same platform.
Nifty "auto save" feature so you don't lose your work.
Easy and intuitive access to all the credit forms, documentation uploads, team
assignments, credit requirements, and even LEED Reference Guides.
More compatibility with various web browsers (you can supposedly now use
most versions of Internet Explorer, Mozilla Firefox, and Safari). You'll still
have to check your Compatibility View settings and Adobe PDF Reader plugin
but that's pretty easy with the "Check System Requirements" link on the log
in page.

Believe it or not, LEEDOnline is pretty fast now too; no longer will you have
time to heat up lunch and walk the dog while you wait to access credit forms
or upload documents.
There is less documentation for some credits and more links between credits
to help make sure data is consistent.
There's a friendly Feedback link which I've used several times to get a fairly
speedy response (honestly getting an email within a few days from USGBC is a
huge improvement!).
As you can imagine, with several great changes there are a few modifications we're
not so excited about too:
The default setting is that all team members have access to all credits (Project
Administrators have to choose to make credits only accessible to assignees).
Every user who logs in to a project is prompted to sign the LEED Certification
Agreement, but only the owner should sign it. Careful! GBCI is not super eager
to cancel agreements signed accidentally by nonowner team members.
Although LOv4 is supposed to be fully compatible with Mozilla Firefox, we've
found that we can only upload documents from a PC using Internet Explorer.
All the crazy internet settings and compatibility issues are not 100% resolved.
I understand LEEDOnline is an interactive and dynamic tool but I think USGBC
should be capable of making it easier for everyone to use without extra IT
support.
I also have some clients who can't get the forms to save or can't upload
documents, even though the "Check System Requirements" indicates their
computer is in compliance with everything.
All in all, USGBC has taken a big step towards resolving many of the issues that
plagued LOv3 from the beginning and has created a web platform that is more user
friendly and significantly faster. I for one am a satisfied LEEDOnline customer, at
least most of the time.

NEW TITLE 24 SOFTWARE  is it ready for prime time?
Renée Azerbegi LEEDAP BD+C, CEM  President

The new CBECCCOM software released by the California
Energy Commission (CEC) is not what it seems. In early
2014 the CEC postponed adoption of the Title 24 Energy
Chapter to July of 2014, to allow time for further
development of the software. Although we praise the CEC
taking the initiative to improve on the older software,
since the release of the new, mandated software,
numerous issues have surfaced which the CBECCCOM
developers have been slow or unable to respond to.
Ambient Energy has spent the past couple months working
with technical support at IESVE (the approved software
interface for the CBECCCOM engine), CEC and Southern
California Edison Savings by Design representatives in an
effort to overcome the software limitations the entire industry is currently facing.
IESVE have been extremely responsive and we thank them for their help in the past
few months, however the issues with the software stem from the background
CBECCCOM engine which is not in their development scope. At this time the CBECC
COM simulation engine is not providing workable energy modeling results, which
may postpone building permits for the foreseeable future. In an effort to assist
projects nearing their deadline, the CEC has extended the use of their previously
approved software, Energy Pro, until March 31, 2015, and some utilities are offering

to complete energy modeling inhouse (using Energy Pro) in lieu of a design team
incentive. Unfortunately this doesn't help projects scheduled to submit Title 24
energy modeling compliance after March 31st, or even those looking to use energy
modeling as a means of informing design phase decisions (which we hope every
project does)! As the CA building industry works through this rough transition period
we advise you to contact your utility's Savings by Design representative to start a
dialogue about possible workarounds, and watch this space for more updates.

EXCEEDING LEED TARGETS by 19%
In our 10 year history, we exceeded
our LEED project certification goals
by 19% as Sustainability
Consultants and by 11% as
Sustainability Advisors.
Ambient Energy's services are customized
to every project and the needs of each
client.
As Sustainability Consultants, Ambient Energy is the LEED Online Project
Manager. We attend and facilitate design team meetings, facilitate the
charrette(s), review construction submittals, meet with the contractor on site
during construction, perform site observations and reports, and review cost
estimates for LEED compliance.
Ambient Energy has been effective, fun, and instrumental in leading a multitiered project team on our
large $560 Million project at DIA through the LEEDcertification process. Because of their experience
and knowledge, we went from LEED Silver to LEED Gold at the end of the Design Phase and we
are hoping for LEED Platinum at the end of the Construction Phase... their expertise,
organization, and knowledge value far exceeds the expense to the project for the LEED plaque on our
wall."  David Mashburn, RA, LEED AP BD + C

As Sustainability Advisors, Ambient Energy reviews drawings and specs and the
GBCI design and construction submissions, and may support in facilitating a
design charrette. In this model, the architect is typically the LEED Online
Project Manager and Ambient Energy will have less overall contact and
coordination with the design team.

COMMENT ON COLORADO'S WATER PLAN

Linda Morrison, PE, BEMP, CEM, LEEDAP  Building Performance Engineer

Consider providing your insight to Colorado's Water Plan,
being drafted by the Colorado Water Conservation Board.
The final Plan will be submitted to the Governor by
December 2015 and the current Public Comment period
runs through February 27.
Access to water is a cornerstone of resilient communities and ecosystems. The
projected doubling of Colorado's population by 2050 and variability in future
precipitation means "...the possibility of significant water supply shortfall within the
next few decades, even with aggressive conservation and new water projects." See
how the current draft connects important decisions: land use planning and water
planning, water quality and water quantity, and environmental water needs and

human water needs.

WBENC CERTIFIED
In January Ambient Energy became certified by
the Women's Business Enterprise National
Council (WBENC). Founded in 1997, the WBENC
is the largest thirdparty certifier of businesses
owned, controlled, and operated by women in
the United States. More

LEED CONTRACTOR TOOLKIT
The LEED Contractor Toolkit, designed for
contractors working on LEED projects, is
now available for purchase.
This product was developed based on a need in the
marketplace for training of field engineers and
project managers who recognize the complexity of
the various LEED project tasks or who need
additional training on the current LEED
version. More

ON THE BOARDS
Ambient Energy's three offices provide consulting services on a wide range of
project types across the United States. Several recently awarded projects include:
City of Brighton, Sustainable Management Plan, Honeywell, Brighton, CO
USDA Forest Service, Chamberlin Architects, Wall Ranger District and North
Hills Ranger Station, Commissioning, SD
Google at Pearl Place, Forum Real Estate Group, Commissioning, Boulder, CO

AROUND THE OFFICE RECYCLE BIN
It's A Girl! Say Hello to Maya Ann Bartczak.
Born Saturday January, 24 at 9:55pm. Please join us in
congratulating Clayton Bartczak and family.

Sustainability = Helping Our Community
Impacting those in Need
Each year Ambient Energy volunteers professional expertise, labor and a portion of
its profits to various charities. As with the diversity of definitions of
sustainability, we feel it is important to select diverse charitable organizations that

contribute to bettering society or the environment in different ways.

WE'RE HIRING & LOOKING FOR REFERRALS!
Are you ready to work where you can have real IMPACT?
Ambient Energy is looking to hire a San Francisco Commissioning Agent and Denver
Building Performance Engineer to round out our team this year. Career Page
Ambient Energy provides sustainability, energy, and commissioning consulting on
new and existing buildings. We work with government agencies, building owners,
architects and contractors. Our clients plan, design, maintain, construct and operate
highly efficient and sustainable buildings. I appreciate your business and look
forward to speaking with you soon.

"Celebrating 10 Years of Improving the Built World"
Sincerely,
Renee Azerbegi, President
renee@ambiente.com
Denver | San Francisco | Los Angeles
Ambient Energy is a womenowned small business and often qualifies as a
disadvantaged business enterprise. Current certifications include:
Federal Government: WOSB
Women's Business Enterprise Council: WBENC
California Unified Certification Program: DBE, WBE
San Francisco Office of Community Investment and Infrastructure: SBE
County of Los Angeles Community Business Enterprise Program: DBE, WBE
State of Colorado: DBE, M/WBE, SBE
NAICS Codes: 236220, 541310, 541330, 541350, 541380, 541490, 541618, 541620,
541690, 541990, 543950, 561210, 561990, 611430
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